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DETAILED ACTION 

Upon consideration of the Board of Appeals Decision, and newly found prior art, 
prosecution is reopened MPEP 1214.07. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6-11, 13-15, 17-18, 21-22, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Alten (US 2005/0055640 Al) and the Advanced Television 
Enhancement Forum Specification (ATVEF) Version l.lr26, cited by applicant. 

As to claim 1, note the Alten reference that discloses displaying enhanced content 
information on a remote control unit. The claimed "transmitting enhanced television content" is 
met by "[t]he incoming video information may include television content and enhancement data" 
(Alten [0018]) transmitted from "one or more sources of video information including a cable 
television source 1 12c, a satellite television antenna 1 12b or a terrestrial television antenna 1 12a 
(Alten [0014]). The claimed "transmitting an announcement for said enhanced television 
content" is met by "[e]nhancement data, according to the ATVEF Specification, may include 
announcements each having the following components: an ATVEF announcement, a resource, 
and a trigger" (Alten [0020]), "an ATVEF announcement indicates that enhancement data is 
being transmitted" (Alten [0021]). Note the Alten reference discloses enhancement data 
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including an electronic programming guide (Alten [0004]) wherein "an ATVEF announcement 
indicates that enhancement data is being transmitted" (Alten [0004]) and may indicate the type of 
enhancement data transported with the television content (Alten [0024]). However the Alten 
reference does not specifically disclose the data structure of the disclosed ATVEF 
announcement. Now note the ATVEF specification that discloses transmitting and receiving 
enhanced television content and Session Description Protocol (SDP) records (ATVEF, pg. 10 
par. 5-6 and pg. 12 par. 6). The ATVEF specification particularly discloses the use of session 
announcements, transmitted according to the session description protocol (SDP) that include 
unique session identifiers (which by definition must be numeric strings) having values that 
announce the availability of particular broadcasts, which "can be a permanent announcement for 
all programming on a broadcast channel or for a particular show" (ATVEF, pg. 12-13). 
Therefore, the examiner submits that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the Alten ATVEF announcement for 
announcing the availability of enhancements with the ATVEF specification session identifier 
having a value announcing the availability of programming for the purpose of using a single 
public standard for delivering interactive television experiences that can be authored once using 
a variety of tools and deployed to a variety of television, set-top, and PC-based receivers 
(ATVEF, pg. 1). The claimed "said announcement including a session identifier" is met by the 
ATVEF announcement including a session identifier as discussed above. 
The claimed "[a session identifier] having a value announcing the availability of an electronic 
programming guide for said enhanced television content" is met by the Alten and ATVEF 
specification combination as discussed above. 
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As to claim 2, the claimed "wherein transmitting an announcement includes transmitting 
the announcement in a session description protocol," please see rejection of claim 1. 

As to claim 3, the claimed "wherein transmitting an announcement includes transmitting 
a unique session identifier which identifies an electronic programming guide," please see 
rejection of claim 1. 

As to claim 4, the claimed "including transmitting a session identifier which is a unique 
number," please see rejection of claim 1. 

As to claim 6, the claimed "including transmitting a session name" is met by the Alten 
and ATVEF specification combination as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 wherein the 
ATVEF specification discloses the announcement includes a session name (ATVEF, pg. 13). 

As to claim 7, the claimed "wherein transmitting a session name includes transmitting a 
human readable session name" the Alten and ATVEF specification combination as discussed in 
the rejection of claim 1 wherein the ATVEF specification discloses the announcement including 
a session name (ATVEF, pg. 13) that is a human readable session name, for example "Day & 
Night &Day Again" (ATVEF, pg. 15). However, the Alten and ATVEF specification 
combination does not specifically teach the session name being "indicative of an electronic 
programming guide." Nevertheless, the examiner gives Official Notice that it is notoriously well 
known in the art to label data in a manner representative of its contents for the purpose of 
facilitating quick identification of the data contents by other parties. Therefore, the examiner 
submits that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the Alten and ATVEF specification announcement including a 
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session name for an electronic program guide enhancement accordingly for the above stated 
advantages. 

As to claims 8-11, please see rejection of claim 1. 
As to claim 13, please see rejection of claim 7. 
As to claims 14-15, please see rejection of claim 1. 

As to claim 17, note the Alten reference that discloses displaying enhanced content 
information on a remote control unit. The claimed "enabling a receiver to receive enhanced 
television content" is met by "video receiver system 10" (Alten [0014]) wherein "[t]he incoming 
video information may include television content and enhancement data" (Alten [0018]). The 
claimed "enabling the extraction from said content of an announcement for said enhanced 
television content" is met by "[ejnhancement data, according to the ATVEF Specification, may 
include announcements each having the following components: an ATVEF announcement, a 
resource, and a trigger" (Alten [0020]) wherein extraction of the announcement is inherent to the 
processing and display of the enhancement data. Note the Alten reference discloses 
enhancement data including an electronic programming guide (Alten [0004]) wherein "an 
ATVEF announcement indicates that enhancement data is being transmitted" (Alten [0004]) and 
may indicate the type of enhancement data transported with the television content (Alten [0024]). 
However the Alten reference does not specifically disclose the data structure of the disclosed 
ATVEF announcement. Now note the ATVEF specification that discloses transmitting and 
receiving enhanced television content and Session Description Protocol (SDP) records (ATVEF, 
pg. 10 par. 5-6 and pg. 12 par. 6). The ATVEF specification particularly discloses the use of 
session announcements, transmitted according to the session description protocol (SDP) that 
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includes unique session identifiers (which by definition must be numeric strings) having values 
that announce the availability of particular broadcasts, which "can be a permanent announcement 
for all programming on a broadcast channel or for a particular show" (ATVEF, pg. 12-13). 
Therefore, the examiner submits that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the Alten ATVEF announcement for 
announcing the availability of enhancements with the ATVEF specification session identifier 
having a value announcing the availability of programming for the purpose of using a single 
public standard for delivering interactive television experiences that can be authored once using 
a variety of tools and deployed to a variety of television, set-top, and PC-based receivers 
(ATVEF, pg. 1). The claimed "said announcement including a session identifier" is met by the 
ATVEF announcement including a session identifier as discussed above. The claimed "[a 
session identifier] having a value announcing the availability of an electronic programming 
guide" is met by the Alten and ATVEF specification combination as discussed above wherein 
the enhancement data includes an electronic programming guide (Alten [0005]). 

As to claim 18, the claimed "including determining whether the enhanced television 
content includes an electronic programming guide" is met by that discussed in the rejection of 
claim 17. 

As to claims 21-22, please see rejections of claims 17-18 respectively. 
As to claim 24, please see rejection of claim 17 wherein the video receiver system 10 
may include a processor-based system. 
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3. Claims 19-20 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alten (US 2005/0055640 Al) in further view of the Advanced Television Enhancement Forum 
Specification (ATVEF) Version Llr26, cited by applicant, and Kim et al. (US 6,405,372 Bl). 

As to claim 19, the Alten and ATVEF specification combination does not specifically 
teach the claimed "including determining whether an electronic programming guide has already 
been cached." Now note the Kim et al. reference that discloses a method for updating electronic 
program guide information and device thereof in a digital TV receiver. The claimed "including 
determining whether an electronic programming guide has already been cached" is met by 
comparing the currently stored EPG information with the EPG information in the auxiliary 
stream in order to perform updates (Kim 3:53-67). Therefore, the examiner submits that it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the Alten and ATVEF specification electronic programming guide announcement 
according to the SDP protocol with the Kim determining whether an electronic program guide 
has already been cached for the purpose of keeping the stored program guide information up to 
date. 

As to claim 20, the claimed "including processing the announcement without regard for 
the electronic programming guide if the programming guide is already cached" is met by the 
Alten, ATVEF specification, and Kim combination as discussed in the rejection of claim 19 
wherein it is inherent within the SDP to process the announcement without regard to the 
enhancement, if the version is not higher than the previously received versions. 

As to claim 23, please see rejections of claims 19-20. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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4. Claims 5, 12, 16, and 25 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the 
prior art, alone or in combination, fails to teach or fairly suggest "wherein transmitting a session 
identifier includes transmitting the number 2208988800" (claim 5); "instructions that enable the 
processor-based system to transmit [a session identifier that is] the number 2208988800" (claim 
12); "wherein said storage stores instructions that enable the device to transmit [a session 
identifier that is] the number 2208988800" (claim 16); and "wherein said storage stores 
instructions that enable the extraction of a [session identifier] value corresponding to the number 
2208988800" (claim 25). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Johnny Ma whose telephone number is (571) 272-735 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571) 272-733 1 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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